
than 1 5 . 0 p e r ce nt o f th e l abor force was e mployed in ma nu­

f ac turing in Way n e County. This was more than 10.0 per c ent 

behin d the state an d n atio n a l averages . Since 1960 ma ny 

manufacturing jobs have been a dd e d, but it is doub tful that 

they h a v e k e pt p ace wi th th e increase in p opulation. T h ere­

f ore , it i s imperative th a t mo r e manufacturing firms be 

secured f or th e Cou nt y. Th e industrial " mix" of the manu­

facturing i s reasonably well div e rsifi e d and should withsta nd 

most national r ecess ions wi th o ut a n y se rious reper c u ss ions for 

the cou nt y's employmen t " 

The amou nt of in co me pr ovi d e d b y governmental activities 

in Wayne Coun t y mak es it second on l y t o ag ri c ulture . Most 

p eo pl e a r e n o t awa r e of how vit a l Sey mo ur-J o hns o n, Cherry 

Hos pit a l , a nd O'Berry Center are t o th e co unty' s eco nomic 

health. This t y p e o f industry , co up l e d with a st r o ng 

agricultura l eco n o my, h as be e n th e r ea l economic base of Way n e 

Co unt y in th e p as t . Wh e n a s tr o n g and diversifi e d ma nuf ac tur ­

ing base b eco mes a r eali t y, Way n e County will have a h e r e to -

fore unknown, st r ong eco nomy No matter h ow rem o t e th e 

possibility may, the l oss o f e ither of th e tw o gove rnment a l 

ac tiviti es would h ave serious finan c i a l rep e rcussions o n the 

economy o f Wayne Co unty. However, th e pr ocureme nt o f a wide 

va ri e t y of ma nufa c tu ring industri es i n t o th e co unt y would 

offse t most of th e diffi c ulti es if such a l oss was t o occ ur. 
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